April 7, 2005

SRF UPDATE:

Many of our customers have been asking about what is going on at SCCA Enterprises in regards to the Spec Racer Ford. Well! Here it is.

1. Enterprises has been testing tires to address the tire wear concerns that all of you have had. Yokohama has been unsuccessful at providing us with a tire that wears better than the 048 tire so far. They have been testing as well. I would like to thank Lee Fleming for the time and input he has devoted to testing at Button Willow. We are moving on to other tracks and other drivers as we continue to search for the answers; given the fact that Yokohama has not provided a solution yet. Enterprises has begun talking with other tire manufactures and has scheduled the testing of their tires for early May. There are supply problems with any tire we choose. It is not a simple task to locate a few thousand tires, all the same size and at the same time, so everyone has them available for equal competition. What I’m saying is that even if there was a tire selected today it would still take one to two months for a supplier to stock up the guaranteed supply of tires we need to ensure equal competition. Check our web site for the results on the tests in May. 

2. There have been many comments about the option of new bodywork for the SRF. We received many positive comments to move forward. A proposal has been made to the Competition Race Board(CRB) to get formal input from the SRF members. You can look for this proposal to be in fast track in June or July. Enterprise’s has no position if the body changes styles or not. New molds have to be made no matter what the decision is, so it is up to the owners if they want a body that is newer looking or the original. In any case new bodies would not be available any sooner then the 2006 race season or later. Please contact your CRB representative to voice your opinion.

3. Concern over the availability of transmissions has been expressed. Enterprises has been fitting and working with Ford to fit a transmission from a current day Focus in the SRF. The IB5 transmission fits in the SRF with some minor changes to trans mounts, flywheel, clutch and shift linkage. We have already mounted one of these transmissions in a car and it appears to fit well. We are continuing to develop the shift linkage and CV joints to fit. We expect pricing to convert to the new transmission to be similar to the current price of just the transmission. You should be able to use your old transmission or the new one, no mandatory upgrade required. 

4. Concern over the availability of engines. We currently have around 130-150 new engines, this being about a 2 to 3 years worth of motors at our current rate of sales. Enterprises has once again been looking for the solution to this supply problem. The answer is that the Ford 

SPI 2.0 engine is a direct replacement for your 1.9 engine. We have been testing this model motor for 6 months and have found that the Horsepower and Torque Curves are very close. 

Enterprise's is working on different modifications to equalize these motors. We are very close now and have no reason to believe we cannot match them. There will be no conversion required to install this motor. It is a direct replacement. You will run the same intake manifold, computer, wiring harness hoses and everything. This motor is similarly priced to our current motor. Ford has indicated that they will supply the motor for 10 more years. These motors are so similar that the cylinder heads and blocks can be interchanged with the current motor to extend the life of your current motor if needed.

Enterprises doesn’t always communicate what is happening in our future. We need to get better at this, but we cannot always tell you with certainty what can be done. There is one thing I can tell about the future is that SRF will continue to need to change in small ways. I do not always know what things will have to be changed until it happens. But as long as I am at Enterprises I will continue trying to make racing the Spec Racer as economical and fair as I can for you.  If you wish to communicate your concerns, I would encourage your contacting Enterprises by phone or email and I will try and answer your questions.  Information will also be posted on our web site.

Please keep in mind that none of the above solutions have been approved by the CRB and all changes will need their approval before implementation.  

Hopefully this will clear up some of your questions.    

Thank you for racing a Spec Racer Ford.

Ken Brown

SCCA Enterprises

Approved by Andy Porterfield, Chairman of the Enterprise’s Board of Directors.      

